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So how does it work then?   

A Speech-to-Text Reporter (STTR) will listen to what is being said and type it, word for word, onto an electronic shorthand keyboard (either Palantype or Stenograph) which is linked to their laptop. Unlike a QWERTY keyboard not every letter in a word is pressed, but several keys will be pressed at once which represent whole words, phrases or shortforms. Specially designed software will then convert these phonetic chords back into English which is then displayed for the D/deaf person to read  The text is displayed either on the screen of a laptop for a sole deaf user or can be displayed on a big screen or screens for a larger number of users.  If a new word is not recognised by the computer the phonetic, rather than the English, spelling will be displayed on the screen.  Additional information such as {laughter}or {applause} is also displayed on screen to keep the deaf person informed of the mood of the meeting.
It is NOT voice recognition or predictive text.

How fast are you?  An STTR produces a word for word account of what is said at speeds in excess of 200 words per minute. 
Why do you do this and what is it for?  

An STTR’s job is to simultaneously translate the spoken word into English and ensure that it is displayed for a D/deaf reader to view. This enables the D/deaf person to follow proceedings on an equal footing with their colleagues.  STTRs cover exactly the same kinds of events as sign language interpreters and lipspeakers, i.e. conferences, interviews, one to one sessions etc.
Are you paid for this?  Yes.  It is my full time paid occupation.
Are you monitored?  

Yes.  It is recognised as a registered occupation by the CACDP (Council for the Advancement of Communication with Deaf People).
Remember to always book a Registered and therefore qualified Speech-to-Text Reporter.

Is it the same system as used for live TV subtitles?  Yes.
How do you train for this?                                                                                                                                                    In order to become a STTR you will need training on the keyboard and associated software, plus at least a further two years building up your speed, accuracy, dictionary/vocabulary and gaining experience.  Only then are you ready to apply for CACDP endorsement which will confirm that you have reached the required minimum standard.   Before applying for endorsement the prospective STTR will also have to have completed a CACDP Deaf Awareness Examination and provide evidence from an approved body that their skills are of a sufficient standard, ie Membership of the BIVR and a speed certificate of 180wpm. The endorsement involves providing a STTR service on two separate occasions for an approved Endorser.  
Copyright of AVSTTR 2006

